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TAGS: SREF, TH 

SUBJECT: SANTA BARBARA CHURCH REQUEST 

1. THE DEPARTMENT IS IN RECEIPT OF A TELEGRAM SENT 
AUGUST 27 FROM BANGKOK BY GENE DAVID OF THE SANTA 
BARBARA CHURCH. THE TELEGRAM WAS ADDRESSED TO JULIA 
TAFT, INTER AGENCY TASK FORCE AND READS, "REASON 
SANTA BARBARA CHURCH REQUESTS REFUGEE RELEASE NOT 
COMMUNISM BUT CAMPDEATH NINE CHRISTIANS SHOT IN 
PONGNAMRON CAMP CHIEM DARA FROM OUR LIST SHOT DEAD 
LAST SATURDAY SITUATION BEYOND EMERGENCY ACTION 
POSSIBLE? LETTER FOLLOWS. GENE DAVID". 

2. DURING THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS THE TASK FORCE 
HAS RECEIVED FOR ACTION NUMEROUS LETTERS FROM MEM- 
BERS OF THE SANTA BARBARA CHURCH. THESE LETTERS, 
WHICH WERE ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT, REPORTED ON 
THE EFFORTS OF TWO MEMBERS OF THEIR CHURCH IN THAI- 
LAND TO LOCATE CHRISTIAN REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA 
AND SPONSOR THEM. MOST OF THE LETTERS EXPRESSED 
FEAR FOR THE LIFE OF THE "CHRISTIAN REFUGEES" AT THE 
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HANDS OF "THE COMMUNISTS". 
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3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION THE EMBASSY 
MAY HAVE ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SANTA BARBARA CHURCH 
REPRESENTATIVES IN THAILAND AND THE INCIDENT REFERRED 
TO IN THE TELEGRAM QUOTED IN PARA 1 ABOVE. KISSINGER 
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